
 

 

 

 

Aug. 10, 2020 

 

As leaders of organizations from across Pennsylvania that fund and partner with human services 

nonprofits, we are concerned that the “new normal” these organizations are struggling to adapt to 

in the COVID-19 pandemic is bordering on a brutal “abnormal.” 

  

The public health and economic crises have most of them reeling from lost revenue streams and 

exponential increases in demand for services. Many have been forced to cut back on their 

missions and limit operations. Some are facing permanent closure. 

  

That is why we are joining together and asking in one voice for your support of the proposal laid 

out in Senate Bill 1254 and House Bill 2740. The legislation will provide dedicated funding from 

Pennsylvania’s federal CARES Act allocation to the statewide network of 8,500 human services 

nonprofits that are key determiners of basic quality of life in communities. 

  

If this sector is allowed to fail, daily life will be much harsher for millions of Pennsylvanians 

who depend on essential services. Taxpayers will bear the costs of a discarded social safety net 

and the deep job cuts in an industry that accounts for 16% of the state’s workforce. 

  

The legislation, which has bipartisan support, will establish the NEEDS (Nonprofit Economic 

Emergency Delivery System) Grants Program. It will be funded with $200 million from the 

COVID-19 Response Restricted Account to the Commonwealth Financing Authority to provide 

competitive grants to eligible 501c(3) organizations statewide. Maximum allowable funding 

would not exceed $500,000 per eligible organization. 

  

The Program is reserved for community-based organizations that provide one or more of such 

services as child care, community public health, protection from domestic violence, food 

provision, career training and helping people manage various disabilities. 

  

Why does the human services sector need this program? Eighty percent of nonprofit revenue 

comes from government grants or contracts and fees for service. Donors, foundations and 

government agencies also supplement that revenue so that these organizations can improve life 

https://link.spamstopshere.net/u/f659a01c/FhX18Uzm6hG-fbAMgdRvyg?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2FCFDOCS%2FLegis%2FPN%2FPublic%2FbtCheck.cfm%3FtxtType%3DPDF%26sessYr%3D2019%26sessInd%3D0%26billBody%3DS%26billTyp%3DB%26billNbr%3D1254%26pn%3D1881
https://link.spamstopshere.net/u/0644e816/dEj18Uzm6hG-fbAMgdRvyg?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.pa.us%2Fcfdocs%2Flegis%2FPN%2FPublic%2FbtCheck.cfm%3FtxtType%3DPDF%26sessYr%3D2019%26sessInd%3D0%26billBody%3DH%26billTyp%3DB%26billNbr%3D2740%26pn%3D4213


conditions in the communities you serve. If these organizations contract or close, so will the 

systems that provide such essentials as food, shelter, medical treatment and workforce training. 

  

Staffs and boards of these nonprofits are clearly unsung heroes in Pennsylvania’s response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. Amid an unprecedented public health and economic crisis, many human 

services workers have been on the frontlines protecting those most at risk from COVID infection 

and financial devastation, and also protecting public health – from delivering meals to 

homebound older adults and staffing homeless shelters to running community health centers 

during lockdowns. Hear from Pa. nonprofits. 

  

Our fellow Pennsylvanians who work in the human services sector have more than earned the 

NEEDS Grants Program. For their sake, for those they serve and for the future of all 

Pennsylvanians, we ask for your support. 

  

Respectfully, 

 

Sharon L. Alexander, CFRE 

President 

Carbon County Community Foundation 

 

Michael Batchelor 

President 

Erie Community Foundation 

 

Jodi E. Beers 

Executive Director 

Armstrong County Community Foundation 

 

Samuel Bressi 

President & CEO 

Lancaster County Community Foundation 

 

Fred Brown 

President & CEO 

The Forbes Funds 

 

Esther L. Bush 

President & CEO 

Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh 

 

Dan Carney 

Executive Director 

Union Mission 

 

 

Jodi L. Cessna 

Executive Director 

Central Pennsylvania Community 

Foundation 

Cara Ciminillo 

Executive Director 

Trying Together 

 

Renee M. Couser 

Executive Director 

The Community Foundation of Fayette 

County 

 

Bobbi Watt Geer, Ph.D. 

President & CEO 

United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania 

 

Anne L. Gingerich, MSW 

Executive Director 

Pennsylvania Association of Nonprofit 

Organizations (PANO) 

 

Bill Golderer 

President & CEO 

United Way of Greater Philadelphia and 

Southern New Jersey 

 

 

Sidney Hargro 

President  

Philanthropy Network Greater Philadelphia 

 

William Jones 

President & CEO 

United Way of Wyoming Valley 

 

 

https://pittsburghfoundation.org/needs-act


Mike Kane 

President 

Community Foundation for the Alleghenies 

 

Phil Koch 

Executive Director 

The Community Foundation of 

Westmoreland County 

 

Nancy Kukovich 

CEO 

Adelphoi 

 

Mark Lewis 

President & CEO 

POISE Foundation 

 

Kevin K. Murphy 

President 

Berks County Community Foundation 

 

 

Pedro A. Ramos 

President & CEO 

Philadelphia Foundation  

 

Susan Rauscher 

Advisory Team Chair 

Greater Pittsburgh Nonprofit Partnership 

 

Cheri L. Rinehart 

President & CEO 

Pennsylvania Association of Community 

Health Centers 

 

Lisa Schroeder 

President & CEO 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 

 

Ralph M. Serpe 

President & CEO 

Adams County Community Foundation 

  

Barbara Sieck Taylor 

Executive Director 

Grantmakers of Western PA 

 

Matt Smith 

President 

Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce 

 

Jennifer D. Wilson 

President & CEO 

First Community Foundation Partnership of 

Pennsylvania  

 

Sister Linda Yankoski, CSFN, Ed.D. 

President & CEO 

Holy Family Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://philafound.org/
http://www.cffayettepa.org/
https://cccfoundpa.org/
https://www.theunionmission.org/
http://ulpgh.org/
https://pano.org/
https://forbesfunds.org/
https://www.adamscountycf.org/
https://forbesfunds.org/gpnp
https://cfalleghenies.org/
https://gwpa.org/
https://greaterpittsburghchamberofcommerce.com/
https://www.poisefoundation.org/
https://www.lancfound.org/
https://servingtheheart.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://centralpagives.org/
https://tryingtogether.org/
https://www.eriecommunityfoundation.org/
https://uwswpa.org/
https://www.unitedforimpact.org/
https://bccf.org/
https://www.unitedwaywb.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Five PPG Place, Suite 250 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

412.391.5122 

The Community Foundation of  

Westmoreland County 

951 Old Salem Road 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

724.836.4400 

 

 

 

https://www.fcfpartnership.org/
https://www.hfi-pgh.org/
https://philanthropynetwork.org/
https://www.pachc.org/
https://www.adelphoi.org/

